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FOR:;'J'ER Is TST~N 
(StPrna forsteri) 

Dat 0 : JRn. 13, 1GQ1 (rAmain~ng until Jan. 1q, 1GQ1) 
Location: Dobbin's Lctncli. ng at the f00t nf St;:i te Strer-d; in Erie 
Viewing tlme: 12:JO PM to 1:00 PM and brief periods thereafter 
Weather: cloudy (stratus), li~ht westerly wind, temperature about 

1 '1 F 
OpticRl eauipment: Zeiss Dyalyt 10 X 40 Binocular and 25X Bush

nell SnacemastPr Spottin~ Scope. 
ObsnrverR: JerTy McWjlliams, Jim Baxter, Ed Kwater, Joyce Hoffmann, 

Walt Sch8effer, and many nthers. 
DPsri pti rm: T n.iscover0d the hird sitting on the ice amonp; Bona-
PRrte 's Gul 1 s (Larus philadelphia). The smaller ~jze than Bonaparte's, 
slim hon.y, lonR thin primaries, short legs, and very pale overall 
irlP.ntifieri it ris R small sterna. I inentified it as a Forster's T~~rn 
inithll:v hy tb0 hlr1r.k fac-i.al r,2tr.h. Beginninr: at the front of the 
P::fP, the d;:irl: p;:1tch Axt 0 nr'lnd lvihind ;1nci e•p··vpri r:l i.r;htly below th,., 0yP. 
rrnd rmcted abruptly not extending around the head as in Common Tern 
(Sterna hi_runclo) or Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaPa). The nape w8s 
li1;htly fleckpd with P,rf'!Y• The bill was d8.r;r;er-likP and al1 b1ack 
~nd lon~Pr than the nei~hborinr; Bonaparte's. Thn folded primaries 
wPre pale r;rey not frosty, 1ndi.catinp basic I plumage or primary wear. 
'f'he outer rectrices extPndect tn the tip of the primaries. In f]iFht 

• .,11t,rJ£ • , . a . k i r· the 1nner fork nf thP~ta11 was bordere 1n dus y grey nr Jrown. n 
Cnmmrm or l\r~tic 'f'ern t}v~ inner fork is white m1d the outer rect.ri ces 
arP hlnck. Ironically, a Forster's Tern was at Dunkirk Harbor in 
New York a week or two prior to this si~htin~. Dunkirk Harbor is 
8 ho1J t l ho11r northeast of Ede. I am very f8mi liar with this spec j_ es 
slnce I hav~ seen thousands of theM in many ~reas of the United States 
in all plumar;es. This ls the first winter record of this species in 
Erie Co •• I am not aware of any winter records elsewhere in PA. 

~/7~· 
Gerald M. McWilliams 
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Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round # of 

Species: Forster's Tern 

Date of Sighting: January 13, 1991 

Observer(s): Jerry Mcwilliams 

Date of Submission: 1991 

Submitted by: Jerry Mcwilliams 

Member Class I Class II Class ID Class IV Class V 

A B C 

E. Kwater ~ 
B.Haas x 
F. Haas >< 
R. Leberman >< 
G. McWilliams x 
S. Santner x 
P. Schwalbe ~ 
TOTALS 7 
DECISION X 
Comments: 

Signature (Secretary): /3!:r~ Date: 
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